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If thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, if he do not turn 


from his way, he ſhall die in his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy 


o r Ense liel, xxxili. 9. 
1 fay unto y you, 1 If theſe ſhould hold their Peace, the ſtones will cry 
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SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY, &c, 
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—— A things ini 
To pt caceful counſels, and the ſettled {late | 

Of order; how in ſafety beſt we inay 

Compoſe our preſent evils, with regard 

Of what we are, and where ! diſmiſſing quite 
All thoughts of war: ye have what I adviſe, 


NM ron. 


very ready to bear teſtimony to the privacy and 


ſecluſion of my life; and the laſt leaf of this lit- Z 
tle pamphlet * will abundantly aſcertain to thoſe, 


who do not know me, that of late, at leaſt, « my 
« days muſt have been honeltly laborious, and 
« my nights intenſely ſtudious,” in a manner ut 
terly inconſiſtent with clanceſtine plots againſt 


government and all aſſociations with republicans 


and levellers for the overthrow of our conſtitu- 


: tion: but the circumſtances of the times 1 impreſ- : 
| ſed my mind with ſuch force, as to impel me 


| with reluctance to interrupt the courſe of my 
| ſtudies for a few hours, to deliver to the public 


*The firſt Editi on af this Pamphlet had a liſt of Mr. W.'s 6 


work printed at the end, which i is now omitted. 


„ 5 5 


HOSE, who know me perſonally, will be 


1 e LE 


theſe curſory reflections arifing from ſome 
palpable ſpecimens of an antichriſtian ſpirit, It 
is my wiſh and intention, whilſt I call things by 
their true names, to write in conformity to the 
voice of that religion, whoſe influence diretts [| 
and animates my pen on this occaſion : but J 
could not acquit myſelf to my own conſcience 
for a total ſilence, upon a reflection, that poſſibly 
ſome individuals, into whoſe hands theſe remarks 
might fall, would be led to a ſerious examination 
of their ſentiments and conduct. 
That prince of peace (Iſaiah ix. 6.) the bleſſed 
founder of Chriſtianity, declares thus expreſſly to 
bis diſciples : (Luke ix. 56.) The ſon of man is not 
come to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave them. Now, 
- upon a very moderate computation, ſince this 
country engaged i in a warwith France, only twelve 
months ago, two hundred and fjifty-thouſand lives 
have been loſt in the field and on the ſcaffold; 
not to mention the numberleſs afllictions of the 
living connected with this horrible devaſtation. | 
ſuppoſe allo, that the combined powers on the 
continent would not have been able to proſecute 
: their hoſtilities without the interference of this 
country; and that the murders, which have taken : 
place among the French themſelves, from that of | 
the King on the throne to the meaneſt peaſant, L 
are truly aſſignable to that fermentation which the ; 
interference of the ſame combination has excited 
I Tbeſe 1 
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Theſe enormities, therefore, are juſtly imputable, 


in a great degree, if not entirely, to the ſecret 
machinations or open efforts of our government. 


1 5 And, in the mean time, by what titles do we deno- 
minate ourſelves? Truly, Defenders of the Faith, 


guardians of the Proteſtant intereſt, and the pro- 
feſſors of a reformed 1 eligion. Wars, murders, and 


alſalſinations are then, it ſhould ſeem, the proper 

fruits of a purer profeſſion. of Chriſtianity; that 
ſyſtem of peace and love, unlimited and univerſal, 
to the whole human race! Beit ſo! but in my 


judgement, no ſuppoſeable circumſtance can ex- 


cuſe the ſhedding of man's blood to a diſciple of 
Chriſt, but an uplifted ſword ready to fall on his 


own head. It is an awful thing to quench. that 


life, which the Creator has breathed into the not 


trils of his children, 


Great allowances will be made by ev ery com- 


| paſſionate and candid mind for the fituation of 
Kings, ſurrounded as they are by thoſe, who pro- 
mote their own intereſts, by di [ouiling, conceal- 
ing, and perverting the truth: but when theſe 
Kings hear daily the voice of ſcripture ſounding 


In their ears the accents of gentleneſs, love, and 


mercy; and are preſc: nted with a pen fect example 
of holineſs and virtue in the perſon of Jeſus of 
| Nazareth, whom they are taught to revere and 


imitate ; no man whatever, not devoid of rationa- 


lity, can imagine, that a flate of warfare with his 


pecles, 


( 6 


ſpecies, is agreeable to the ſpirit and precept3 
of the Goſpel. Even Kings with all the diſad- 
vantages of their ſituation, Must Row, that 
the character of Saul, breathing out threatenings 
and ſlaughter (Acts ix. 1.) againſt his own bre- 
thren, the children of the ſame Father, can never 
be conformable. to the denomination of a moſt” 
gracious and moſt religious lovereiy gn, or acceptable 
to the King of Kings. = 
y the commencement of war, commerce is in- 
terrupted, tradedeclines,manufacturesceaſe;thou- 
ſands are deprived of their ſubſiſtence. For the 
mere ſupport of life, and as a refuge ſrom famine 
and diſtreſs, manufacturers become ſoldiers; and 
are led into the field to the deliberate murder of. 
men, againſt whom they have not conceived the 
leaſt emotion of reſentment; and whom they hew 
in pieces without one impulſe of private animoſity, 
at the mere inſtigation of their ſuperiours. Is it 
poſſible to deviſe a caſe, more horribly flagitious 
on the part of their rulers, and more wretchedly 


155 abandoned on their own more degraded even 


below brutality itſelf, than this; if humanity be a 
virtue, if. love and good will the characteriſtics of 
revelation ? The true follower of Jeſus weeps bit- 
terly in ſecret over this inſane deluſion, this tre- | 


mendous profligacy, of his ſpecies : he wiſhes for 
x the wings of d dove, that he may [oy to the extre- 
mities 5 
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mities of the creation from ſo black and nefari ou 


a ſpectacle, to be at reſt 4 
I am afſured, by a friend, upon the authority of 


= "i Peer: then preſent, that the Duke of Portland, 
A nobleman celebrated for the mildneſs of His 
virtues and his amiable manners, and, I ain per- 
ſuaded, moſt deſervedly; declared in the Houſe of 
Lords, that © the preſent war was neceſſary for the 
5 ſupport and defence of the Chriſtian Religion!“ 
To what, in common charity, can we impute ſo 
ſtrange a ſentiment, but to a wretched infatuation, 
engendered by timidity and falſe alarm; or a moſt 
piteous imbecility of underſtanding, with reſpect 
to the point in diſcuſſion? Will this noble per- 
ſon condeſcend to lingle out one aclion in the life 
of Chriſt, one precept of his lips, which counte- 
nances this perſuaſion; that the religion of the 
goſpel can be defended and propagated by the 
ſword? When Peter, laudably zealous for the 
ſafety of his maſter's perſon, drew his ſword in 
the defence (Matthew xxi. 52.) of Fefus ; he re- 
ceived no approbation for the vigour of his in- 
: terference, but a gentle and magnanimous re- 
buke: Put up again thy ſcuord into his place / for 
8 all they, that take the fword, ſhall periſh with the 
fword. A rebuke, which the fame mouth would 
bave given, and will one day give, to the Peer in 
queſtion. 


The former part of this reproof was 5 applicable — 


4 to 


2227 ²˙ ˙nh——ů — 


(8) 
Peter only ; the latter is pregnant with a mo- 
mentous denunciation to all the deſtroyers of man- 
Lind]; from the petty ravager, to the mighty poten- 
tate. It were good for them had they never been 
born. It were better for them, if they could atone 
in this life, by the ſhedding of their own blood, 
for the blood of thouſands and tens of thouſands | 
that is crying againſt them for vengeance from the | 
earth : if, after ſlaying with the lword, they could 
perifh with the ſword ; and thus eſcape the retri- 
bution of amore awful ſentence, that awaits, upon 
the authority of Chriſt himſelf, the rebels to his 
gentle and pacific reign, at his ſecond coming to 


judge the earth. But thoſe mine enemies, which 1 
would not that I ſhould reig 20ver them, bring hither, . 
and ay them before me. (I. Ake Kix. % %/%/%nůĩo 
My old friend, Dr. Pearce the master, wich the | 
fellows of Feſus College, Cambridge, e, of which 
number I once was myſelf :---my old friend Dr. 
Milner, Maſter of Queen' s College, in the fame | 
Univerſity, and the fellows of that ſociety 80 
to Chapel (it is a reaſonable ſuppoſition, reader! 
for the conſtruction of an argument, though the 
Masler and /ellows are that portion of collegial = 
| ſocieties which leaſt regard the public ſervices of 
religion; 1 ſpeak what I know, and testify what I 
laue ſeen) the Masters and Fellows, I ſay, of theſe 
_ reſpective colleges go to chapel, can read with ap- 
probation the wiſdom of Camaliel $ advice; (Acts, 


V. - 38.) i | 


1 a 
v. 38.) Refrain from theſe men, and let them alone ; 
for, of this counſel or this work be of men, it will 
come to nought ; but, if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against 
” "God 5= they can hear, with ſurpriſe and indigna- 
tion, that Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles and people of Ißrael, gathered together, to cruſh. 
truth, and to deſtroy opinions, by demoliſhing the 
perſons of Christ and his Apostles : they can liſten 
with reverence to tbe commands of Jeſus ; Gather 
not up the tares (Matt, xiii. 29.) leſt, while ye gather 8 
uß the tares, ye root up alſo the wheat with them ; 

but let both grow together uutil the harveſt they 
can hear the declaration of a chief apoſtle; (2Tim, 
ili. 12.) All, that will live godly in Chriſt Feſus, 


no ſuffer per ſecution ; adeclaration, conformable _ 


to a previous prediction of his Maſter ; 1 (John 
Xvi. 2.) They hall put you out of the ſynagogues ; 
yea, the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, will 
think that he doeth God ſervice :—=theſe reverend _ 
Maſters and Fellows, I ſay; theſe proteſtants againſt 
 Popiſh tyranny and perſecution, theſe profeſſors 
of reformed <>r 1/tianity, can come with ſuch pre- 


| cepts of Jeſus and his Apoſiles i in their cars and 


| ' mouths, and deprive, in one caſe, Mr. Frend, and 
in the other, Mr. Palmer, of their Fellowſhips ; : 
poſſibly the only means of ſubſiſtence to theſe 


| gentlemen; and leave men of education, inured 


to the decent comforts and conveniences of life, 


C to 


— — 


He 
( wo } 

to the caſualties of benevolent commiſeration ! 
Surely Mr. Palmer's uſage as a criminal, with the 
ron entering into his ſoul, and a tranſportation of 
enen long years to the Antipodes themſelves, con- 
ſtituted a ſufficient puniſhment for his offence. But 
Pandemonium was not ſatisfied. Dr. Miner, and 
his coadjutors, that moſt ev angel; ical fraternity, 
yearned, in theirgodly jealouſy for church and king, 
to go through with this pious work of edifying cha- 
ſtiſement; to give good meſure, preſſed down, and 
ſaaken together, and running over into their brother's 


%% I ould prefer, I confels, for my own 
part, religious worſhip in Rimman' $ temple, Or a | 5 


M Hometan Moſque, to the ſervice of a Cambridge 
: chapel with Chr ans of this complexion: and 5 
would give with rapture to a French Deiſt, as purity N 
and perfection, compared with uch apoſtates to 

the li berty a and ſanctity of the goſpel, the right 


hand of fe llowſhip. Oh! x jms a not thou into | 


their ſecret. Ss TE 
I obferved, on paſſing the oth r day throught K. 
:Pautl's Church-yard, a Sermon, obcationed by the 
execution of che French Queen, from a moſt excel- 
lent perſon, equally reſpettableforhis abilities and 
virtues, the Rev. Thomas Rennell, Prebendary of 


J. inch ger: a ſermon big with denunclation of | 


woes and aeftruftion on the French, s would aſk 


Ry friend, upon whoſe authority, as a Chriftian. | 


: une be ele, the language, that pervades 
that, 


0 11 2 


E har and even his former, publication '$ Ban he, 
; with his good Tenſe, ſuppoſe for a {ingle moment, 
that his Savour: will approve thole menaces, 
which even the preacher nimſelfmuſt feel ſhocked 
at imagining that Chrift could uſe? He did not = 
- imprecate, but wept bitterly, even over that ungrate- 
ful, that ec rrupt, that perſecuting, that bloody city, Eo IF 
Jeruſalem herſelf; Jeruſalem, the deliberate, and „ | 
malicious, and inſulting murderer, with all the 
mockery of a judicial procels, of it's greateſt 
benefattor and beſt citizen, Chriſt himſelf. 
Hi language, on every occaſion, was not the lan- 
= guage of aſperity and bitterneſs, but of poignant” 5 
5 ſympathy, of diſintereſted emotion, of compaſſio- as 
nate diſtreſs: If thou hadf known (Luke xix. 42.) 
ut leaft in this thy day, the things that belong unto thy 
peace. Alas I for thee, Chorazin ! alas] for thee, 
 Bethſaida! (Matt, xi. 21.) Has then the palpa- 
ble darkneſs, that overſpre ads this land, , penetrat= 
ed alſoi into the dwellings of the Iſraclites ? Seeing 
do they not fee? and hearing, do they not fear? 
2 2 Had my friend ſo little recolleftion of the records 
1 | of ſalvation; ; io little feeling of that ſpirit, which 
I | charaRteriſes the follox wers of the Nazarene, that 
e muſt emulate James and Fohn in preference to 
Feſus ; that he mult ſet the deſciples above their 
maſter, and call down fire from heaven to conſume the 
French Samaritans? And lor what does he make 
t bi vſelf a Judge inſtead of a hear er of the law? be- 2 
— | | * 2 | : . | cauſe 


41 2 . 
cauſe they revile and reject the chriſtianity forſooth! 
profeſſed in this godly kingdom; and of which our 


„ 3 s own ſermon is, I ſuppoſe, the delicious 


fruits!!! A thouſand arguments convince me that 
| the relig gion eſtabliſhed and taught in this country 
M0 genuine part of that grand apoſtacy, a 
limb of that antichriſt, predicted in the Kriptures; 
but I will offer to the underſtanding of my friend, 
but one argumeut to this effect, deduced from : 
thoſe very ſcriptures : which argument, to my ap- 
| prehenſions, ifit be deluſive, thoſe ſcriptures them 
| ſelves are no more than a cunningih deviſed fable. 
It is this; and, if Terr i in this point, I will gladly = 
retract my error, and thank cordially the man, 5 
who ſhall detect it. . = 
Our Lord, (Matt. xiii. 31. 33 the gef. 
pel, to a grain of muſtard-ſeed; which, from being 
the leaſt of all ſeeds, becomes at length the greateſt : : 


1 : among herbs, and a tree; ſo that the birds of the” 


air come and lodge in the branches of it. He com- 
” pares it alſo, (ver, 33.) 7% leaven, hid in | three mea- 
ſures of meal, till the whole was leavened: and in 5 
another evangeliſt (Mark iv. 27.) to feed, caſt 

into the ground, which ſprings and grows up a man 
> bnows not how: producing IRST the blade, THEN = 

| the ear, K TER THAT the full corn in the ear, 
No it muſt, I think, be acknowledged, mat 
the prominent idea in all the parables of this 
nature, is that, of a gradual progreſſic on to ma- 
turity. | 


+ 


turity. Accomodate this inference to the fat 


itſelf, the propagation of Chri/tanzty through the 
| world, If we conlider, that large and moſt po- 
pulous portions of Aſia and Africa were filled 
with profe ing Chriſtians in the fo! urth Century, . 


when our religion was the eftabliſhed religion of 
the Roman empire; countries, where the Maho- 


metan creſcent has long inſulted the fallen ruins 
of the een Churches, and added even part 
of Europe to it's uſurpations; we ſhall ſee reaſon 
to conclude, if E miſtake not, that the number of 
nominal Chriſtians, as diſtinguiſhed by outward 
5 profeſſions and eſtabliſhments, has rather declined . 
than inc? eaſed, for the laſt fourteen centuries. Now 
' reconcile me, who can, upon this ſingle argument 
alone, a profeſſion. of religion, which in it's propa- 15 
gation is at leaſt Aationary, and perhaps retrogade 
to the expreſs declarations of ſcripture, prophecy 
1 and the genuine Chriſtionity of the Goſpel. 


The truth, I preſume, is this: The w orſhippers 


Y « Baal have been always numerous, the ſervants 


of Jehiovaſi and his Chriſt, comparativ ely few ; 
ſeven thouſand only, among the myriads of the 


_ earth; but this number, I am perſuaded, has 
been gradually increaſing, and will increaſe more 
and more unto the perfect day; chat day, when 
the combined evidence of prophecy and hiſtory 


will be neceſſary to convince a regenerated world 


"pf this wondrous truth: that men, Who ſtile them- 


felv es 


(143 


lelves Curiſtian preachers, the friends of order and 


good government, the tender guardians of religion 


and lau, could blow up the trumpet of war in 
Sion; couid call forth their evangelical congre- | 


; gations to deſolate the globe with torrents of hu- 


man blood: and think themſclves, all this time, . 


the miniſters of Chriſt !. 


Again, theſe preachers call forth all the hes 
torick of the ſchools in deſcribing the enormities 

of the French republicans. Doubtleſs that country 
has become a theatre of dreadful maſſacre and ö 


| devaſtation : "So 


Efe _ fo om a @ gener 11 ns 55 


: And to what origin may theſe horrom be reaſon · 
ably aſſigned? to our own interference, as Ire: 
marked before: and that of the combined 8 5 
moſt unqueſtionably, We have fomented their di- 
viſions; we have given vigour to the private ani- 
moſities of cheir ſeveral factions, and called forth 
all their fury by hunting them down, like beaſts 
for the ſlaughter. Their crimes, ſo exaggerated _ 
and ſounded forth, are occafronal and incidental, 
ſtricken out by the violent colliſions of ſuch - 


a unprecedented conflict ; which has given full 
ſcope to all the prejudices and paſſions of outraged 


humanity. The wickedneſs of this country, on 
the other hand, is of a deliberate and 1 Hematic 
= kind ; oem, tranſcending all che enormities 
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0 
of the French. Who will deny, that wwe have ſa- 
crificed in the Eaſt, by war and famine (to ſay 
nothing of the world of wretchedneſs brought 
upon the living) in the courſe of our tyrannies 
in that region, more lives than France contains? 
that we have deprived the Meſt Indiaus of their I» 


| territory, and extirpated their race? that we havs 


enflaved and ſlaughtered, and are daily ſlaughter. 
ing and enflaving, more ſons of Africa, than 
can eaſily be numbered? that we are betraying 
and butchering, under pretence of protection, 15 
the royaliſs of France ? that we carry plague and 
; peſtilence, miſery and ruin, , through the univerſe? 
Yet wedwell with the complacency of i innocence, = 
on our own happy government and reformed church, 
in contraſt with the Atheiſm and murders of the 77 
French? How ſhall determine, which exceeds i in 
baſeneſs; our profligacy, or our hypocriſy ? It 
muſt be, that ſome ſignal judgements are laid up 
in ſtore for ſuch a 8 ſyſtem ; nor is it eaſy 
to conceive, how they could fall upon it, unleſs 
ble heart were hardened of Pharaoh and his ſervants. 
A lamentable fact! which the preſent conduct of 
x this country evinces to demonſtration. _ 
In the mean time, our political miniſters, who 4 
are rioting on the ſpoils of the public, in an hour 
pregnant with calamity and diftreſs, may delude 
the people with an idle yociferation of anarchy 
and atheiſm, c on one hand, and the bleſſings of our 
5 8 conflimtion, Ko 


( 16 ) 


conſtitution, on the other: the b;/hop of Durham, 
in the fulneſs of diſutereſted conviction, may ha- 
rangue the wondering Palatinate on the happineſs 
and comforts of his country: our Dignitaries of 
the Church who ſo freely give what they received 
J. reely, may fulminate, from their falls and pulpits, 
michriftian anathemas againſt atheiſts and repub- 
| Hicans, inſtead of uttering prayers and benedifions 
in behalf of their ſuppoſed errors :—alas ! what 
will the verbera lingue—the firipes of the tongue 
_ avail againſt the blow of an omnipotent arm, 
which is already ing the e of — 
: earth ? 
The 1 Paul lays it down as a a neceflary -— 
qualification for the office of a 57 Mop, that he be 
no firiker, nor a brawler : (1 Tim. iii. 3.) Have 
the prelates of Enpland and Ireland W the 
legitimacy of their appointment to Biſhoprics by 
| theſe eſſential characters? Have they appeared, in 
their capacities of Dieceſans and Senators, as the 
advocates of peace and ſuffering humanity ? Have 
they exerted their eloquence, and lent their ſuf. 
frage, to ſtem the career of madneſs and fana- 
; ticiſm, which are again letting llipthedogs of a holy 
var to lay waſte the earth? Do not al our biſhops 
by their ſilence at leaſt, and unreſiſting acquief- : 
cence, countenance theſe horrid ſcenes of fero- ” 
city and carnage : * And when we think of one in 
5 ”  particulas, E 7 
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( 17 ) 


particular, my Lord of Rochefter, can we forbeat 
aſſociating with that idea, the lines of Milton? 


—— on a the other ide 
=, Incens d with indignation Satan ſtood 
Vnterriſy'd ; and, like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
Intl arctic ſey, and from his horrid hair 
5 Shakes Pcſtilence and Ware" 


Tiles, or 1 their advocates, have my leave 


to reconcile ſuch conduct, if they can, with the 


patterns and precepts of the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 


tion: but the moſt audacious of the Reevian al= 
6 ſociators, (who, with an affrontery flagitious kB”: 


yond deſcription, tell us of equal latos, when 
the money of one man can do away the effects of 
aan offence, which ſhall conſign another to a dun- 
geon) will not dare to deny, that ſuch demeanour 
would have been perfectly conſiſtent, if, inſtead 
of the preſent readings in our bibles, the direc- 
tion of Chrift to Peter (John K 11. 15, 16.) had 
been: FLEECE my ſbeep; Muna my lambs: 
f But, what hills up, in my opinion „the meaſure 
of our impieties, and leaves them incapable of 
aggravation, is, e proclamation for a ſolemn faſt ; 
0 implore, truly, the aſſiſtance of the Almighty 
in deſtroying his-own | image, and deſolating his 
own creation! No energies of language, that 1 
havein ſtore, can delineate my ſenſe of this enor- 


F mity, 
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mity, this ſacrilegious profacation of religion. 1 
am, conſtrained to refer the conception of it to ex- 
preſtve filence and ſecret feeling. I wonder leſs 
at the clergy of the efabliſhment, who are accuſ- 
tomed to the trammels of ſubjection, with the 
laſh of epiſcopal juriſdiction waving over them, 
for heir compliance with this unholy mandate: 
but that diſſenters can prevail upon themlelves 
thus to proſbitute religion at the call of fecular in- 
tereſt and ambition, is deplorable indeed! and 
much confirms me in my perſuaſion of the 
general anlchriſtianiſm, which overſpreads this 
country. But they muſt ſtand or fall to their 
own. maſter : : and of him may they Fe 9 in 
: that day ! =) 

In. 4 with che mild and oatient temper 
of that religion, which he was appointed to pro- = 
claim, the Apoſtle Paul obſerves, (2 Cor. xi. 8. 
that we can do nothing againſt the truth, but for - 

the truth: intending, doubtleſs, to inſinuate the 

: folly, inefficacy, and wickedneſs of all oppoſition, _ 
and cipecially of malicious and violent oppoſition, 
to the propagation and influence of Truth: all 
mankind, therefore, and magiſtrates among the 
reſt, ſhould contentedly reſign her to the gentle 
5 activities of Reaſon and the paſſive tutelage of 
Time. Tiuth and rectitude, thoſe glorious emana- 
tions from the fountain of infinite perfection for 
the k -neſit of the human race, muſt finally pre- 
| vail 


vail ; becauſe the divine will has immutably de- 
termined the final happineſs of his creatures. 
Conſult Hiſtory, aſk Experience, appeal to the 
Common Senſe of the loweſt individual, not deſ- 
titute of rationality ; and you will find in all ages, 
and in every breaſt, an unanimous conviction, 
that Error and Villainly alone employ force to 
1 confirm their cauſe and ſecure their authority. 
Conſcious Integrity fears no antagoniſt, but ever 
| challenges diſcuſſion. It is with the intellect and 
q it's objects, as with morality. The poſition of 
3 Chriſt is alike applicable to either inſtance: (John 
iii. 20.) He, that doeth evil, hateth the light, aud 
cometh not to the light ; Jet his deeds be brought 710 
covviction: but he, that Aveth the truth, cometh to the 
light; that bis aral may be manife , that they a are 
droug ht in God. | 5 
Indeed the Goſpel irſelf is « but « one branch 8 
the ſtem of univey ſal Truth: and who, but 1y1 ants 
that delight in war ; Who, but furious fanatics 
_ . an eſtabliſhed Clergy, and a venal Parliament, ever 
yet talked of cruſhing Atheiſm, and promoting 
| Christianity by the ſword 5 5 
: Apply now theſe criterions of Ty uth and Virtue 
1 the meaſures of the Britiſh Government. Fr ree- 
1 dom « of enquiry, | ſo far from being challenged j n 
; confidence of the juſtice of their plans and the 
__ Purity of their conſtitution ; is ſuppreſſed by the 
ſummary confutation of penalties and proſecutions: 5 
| ES D 2 1 e e | 
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argument is not oppoſed by argument, but re- 


pelled and filenced by fines and impriſonments. Is 
this the demeanour of reaſonable beings, conſci- 


ous of upright views, and confiding in honeſt ac- 
tions? Is this reQitude of conduct? Are theſe the 
ways of integrity and truthꝰ No: a more deciſive 


demonſtration cannot poſſibly be exhibited of a 


corrupt and pernicious ſcheme of things; of an 

_ adminiſtration unprincipled i in it's character, and 
injurious in it's effects. It is ſhocking to reflect 
upon the grievous ſufferings inflicted on merito- 
rious members of ſociety, and in them on their 
families, relatives, and friends, for thoſe freedoms _ 
of ſpeech, which virtuous miniſters and well con- 
ſtituted governments would invite rather than diſ- 
courage, for the rectification of obliquities pro T 
duced by time, and inſeparable from human inſti- 
tutions. The Duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt 
can acquieſce with heedleſs indifference or ſullen 
obduracy in the impriſonment and ruin of Mr. 
Holt, for reprinting verbatim a treatiſe, which they . 

| themſelves have, at leaſt virtually, approved, E 
commended, and contributed to diſperſe: : a degree 
this, in my opinion, "of hardened apoſtacy, when 
conſidered in all It's cireumſtances,” almoſt un- 8 
paralleled in the black regiſter « of haman crimes. 
And yet, when ſuch conduct! in private! life would. 


et gig ts 


plaſt the character for ever, thefe men, of un- 
bluſhing faces and unſecling hearts,” continue in 
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high eſtimation with the majority of my country- 


men; who exhibit thereby a depravity not much 


inferiour to that of thoſe monſtrous delinquents, 


even now abhorred by all men of honour, and 
abundantly f. ſectre of the execrations of poſterity, 


Gentle and pacific reform ſeems too great a 
bleſſing to be vouchſafed to this hyprocritical : 


and depraved people : and the hearts of our 


deſcendants will overflow with gratitude to the 
ſupreme controller of events for educing ſuch. 
good from evil, by ſending this heaven-born, miniſ- 
ter, as his choſen inſtrument; to baſten the melio- 


ration of our political condition through thoſe 


ſtorms and tempeſts, with which the horizon is 


| 7 already blackened. | Dreadful, but neceſſary. re- 
F medies, 1 in the courls of the divine appointment, | 
8 to reſcue the ocean from eee, and the at- 
E moſphere from peſtilence. 


I cannot conclude theſe reſlections wider. 


adverting to the monſtrous abſurdity, and the 
unſpeakable inconſiſtency, of Mr. Fox and his 
adherents, (whoſe conduct. in other reſpedts, i is ſo 
: manly” and patriotic),: 1 in countenancing and ſup- 
porting the vigorous proſerutions of a war, Which 
they condemn, How is it, chat they blame the 
meaſures of government, and yet aſſiſt and 
a firengthen the execution of their purpoſes? As it 
I ſhould encourage a ſanguinary ruffian, who had 
| mitten an inoffenſive paſſedger wantonly and 


unjuſtly, 


* - — — — U 


& „ 73. 
-unjuſtly, to fall upon him moſt unmercifully, 
and demoliſh him outright! No: it is certainly 
their duty, as conſiſtent ſenators, to oppole every 
meaſure, that they make the war deſtructive to the 
French, or ſucceſsful to ourſelves. Truth and 
ReRtitude will not accommodate ourſelves to 
| buman- policies and national regards: they are of 
peremptory obligation; univerſal, unchangeable, | 
and eternal. 5 . 
Finally: I dosen myſelf a fon of 385851 2 low- i 
ly and inſignificant, but conſcientious, follower 
of that /aviour, at whoſe coming peace was ſung 
i (Luke ii. 14.), and at whoſe departure, peace was 
I bequeathed (John xiv, 27.). No confideration, I 
maumbly hope, not even of life itſelf, but in perſo- 
nal defence, could induce me to ſhed the blood of 
a fellow- creature, even of a tyrant: nor could 
any motive, but that of a ſtrong ſenſe of duty, 
have impelled me to come forward to the public 
on this oecaſion. But there is ag ſeaſon, when 
inadctivity were a crime; and public admonition, 
even at the hazard of perſonal comforts, xiſes into 
an iudiſpenſable obligation; to thoſe at leaſt, who 
are deſirous that their maſter ſhould not be 
aſhamed of them at his ſecond coming. I am ; 
expecting with trembling ſolicitude, amidſt th: ; - 
inceſſant accupations of a literary life, that alarn- 
ing cataſtrophe, which: the ſigns. of the times indi- 
este, i in my mind, to be rapidly approaching ; 
| ke 


a TS 


prepared to act or ſuffer, to live and die, in the ſer. 
vice of Christianity; which is no other, than the 
cauſe of liberty, and the conſequent happineſs of 
the human race: a liberty and happineſs only to 
be raiſed on the foundation of that equality aſcer- 
tained by the laws of our creation, and ratified by 
che goſpel in every page, which acknowledges no 
|  Ciſtinfion of bond or free. Intereſt may oppoſe, 
| and ſophiſtry may cavil ; but Equality, in it's ra- 
tional acceptation, as relating to civil privileges 
and impartial laws, is interwoven with Christianiiy 
itſelf: they mult live or periſh together. But they 
will live; and modern governments, with every ap- 
pendage of wickedneſs and corruption,will in time 
RF diſappear before them, as beaſts of prey haſten to 
| their dens of rapine and darkneſs from the riſing 
| P. S. In p. 9. I have ſaid, that Mr. Frend has been 
deprived of his fello⁊uſbip: upon recollection I perceive a 
miſtake ; he has been baniſhed oxy from his College and the 
_ Univerſity : but as this baniſhment deprives him of the principal 
advantages of his fellowſhip, and the ſame kind creatures would, 
doubtleſs, have made a perfect work had their power been com- 


maegnſurare with their wiſhes, and ſo the argument continues in 
” full force; I did not ſee a ſufficient reaſon for cancelling the leaf 


on this accouut. 
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